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Sir: 

In an Official Action dated June 9, 2009, the Examiner has indicated that 
restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C.§ 121: 

Group I: Claims 22-30, drawn to a hydrotalcite intercalated by silica; 

Group II: Claims 31-34, drawn to a method of making hydrotalcite 
intercalated by silica; and 

Group III: Claims 35-39, drawn to a (co)polymer composition comprising 
hydrotalcite intercalated by silica. 

Accordingly, Applicant provisionally elects Group I, the subject matter of 
Claims 22-30, with traverse. 

Since this application is a national stage filing of a PCT application under 35 
U.S.C. § 371 , lack of unity standards under the PCT apply. See, e.g., MPEP §802. 
The Examiner has stated on page 2 of the Official Action that "Groups I to III do not 
relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under 
PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features." 
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Applicants respectfully disagree. In this regard, it is noted that all claims (1-15) have 
already been searched in the corresponding PCT application, and no lack of unity 
was found. 

The Restriction Requirement fails to even allege that Groups I and II, as well 
as Groups II and III, lack a common technical feature. Thus, the Restriction 
Requirement is clearly in error. 

Accordingly, reconsideration and withdrawal of the aforementioned Restriction 
Requirement is respectfully requested. The provisional restriction is hereby made 
without prejudice to Applicants' right to file a divisional application or applications 
should the restriction and election requirements become final. 
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